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= |s leadership one’s gift born to possess, or is it only
learned through experience? Are there pre-set business
models to cultivate leadership? Leadership deals with
people, with the complexities of human beings, their
cultures, their values, and their beliefs. If we learn from
the span of history, from the start of the human
civilization, we can see the rise and fall of an empire, the
rise and fall of an emperor or a king, and while looking
Into the historical or fictional stories, we gain valuable
Insights into the heart of leadership that does not come
from the business aisle or the political model. Rather, it
can be inspired by the literary classics that stand the test
of time and that we read again and again in different
generations.
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This class attempts to introduce an alternative way of
examining leadership from a western literary perspective
by reading and analyzing famous literary texts and their
fictional narratives. The class wishes to challenge students
to expand their understanding of a different culture, to
rethink their place in the global world, and to prepare
themselves as future leaders. As Professor Scott
McLennan from Stanford’s Global Business School says,
we can learn from fictional characters “not only in their
work environment, and in decision-making moments, but
in their larger life.” This class also allows the students to
seriously READ, DISCUSS, and WRITE in a time when
few leaders do critical reading and constructive
discussions.
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We will start with the classic Greek tragedy, Oedipus the King
by Sophocles, and examine how this western archetype
shapes the primordial leadership in the western civilization.
We will then read excerpts of two famous Shakespeare’s
‘king” plays: Othello and King Lear. From the two tragic
leaders of the nation, how can we learn from their flaws?
George Orwell’s story, Animal Farm, has been an influential
work, with easy language and allegories, to portray what
happens after the revolution when civilians become the
leaders. C. S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Is a fantasy novel for children, but it also delivers messages,
lessons, and guidelines for the children how to lead a team
and how to work with the team. The Great Gatsby, perhaps



,  EEAREEHERR

“2* NTUSPECS
N | of Professional Education and Continuing Studies

one of the most influential contemporary American novels,
depicts the life of the legendary tycoon, Jay Gatsby, who also
represents the rise of the American empire in the early
twentieth century. We will look at Gatsby’s characterization
and character. On the other side of the USA, John Steinbeck,
the 1962 Nobel Prize winner in literature, has produced
works about the American frontier. We will read the cowboy
story “The Leader of the People” from The Red Pony to fully
understand how America as a rising country with the frontier
spirits is well represented in Steinbeck’s story. Lastly, we will
read the Nigerian classic Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe,
on the list of ALL-TIME 100 Novels (1923-2005), because the
novel helps people see the juxtaposition of traditional African
society with the imposition of Western religion, military, and
transaction.
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The class will be mainly lecture-based with questions for
discussions, structured in a “two-hour lecture & one-hour
discussion” format. It will be conducted mainly in English
with Chinese explanations. Students are encouraged to use
both languages for discussion.
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Since this is a class conducted entirely in English with
necessary explanations in Chinese, the students should at
least feel comfortable with an English-speaking environment.
It is challenging but definitely rewarding at the end of the
semester. There will be no written exams, but the students
will submit 3 working journals (length will be decided) with
assigned topics. Attendance is also important. Casual
drinking Is also allowed and perhaps encouraged in class,
for it inspires more in-class discussions. No due paper after
the due date or online submission accepted. Plagiarism will

result in zero for that assignment. BEREEB B FRGEARUL
POEEDIZEITETR -
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Textbooks

The books will be available at Bookman ZEf#&
= f5; or available online depending on the
students’ preferences.

Grading Criteria

Attendance, participation, and class
discussions: 40%

Writing Assignments 60% (20% for each)
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Introduction

Oedipus the King

Oedipus the King

Othello (excerpt)

King Lear (excerpt)

Animal Farm; Journal 1 Due

Animal Farm

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
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The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
The Great Gatsby; Journal 2 Due

The Great Gatsby
“The Leadership of the People” from The Red Pony

Things Fall Apart
Things Fall Apart

Review: Journal 3 Due
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